A  DICTIONARY  OF  PIRATES

The Pirates3 Who's Who, by Philip Gosse, is not
a companion volume to the Directory of Directors,
nor a blunter supplement to the Truth Cautionary
List. It is an alphabetical dictionary of genuine
sea-pirates, containing entries, mostly brief, con-
cerning all the pirates and buccaneers whom Dr.
Gosse has been able to trace. The Who's Who
model is not precisely followed. Dr. Gosse, for
example, is unable, in most instances, to give
the information that appears in that valuable
manual under the heading of " Educ/' Some
few pirates were men of known education ; there
were ex-officers of the Army and Navy; there
was a medical doctor of Caius College, Cambridge,
and there was one Henry Simms, alias Gentleman
Harry, who was "pickpocket, highwayman,
pirate and Old Etonian." After a very robust
career this man was "hanged on June 17, 1747,
for stealing an old silver watch and five shillings
from Mr. Francis Sleep at Dunstable." The
origins of most of the pirates are vaguer. Nor
does Dr. Gosse employ that other familiar heading,
" Recreations/' though a good deal of his informa-
tion might be classified under it. And another
notable difference is that the majority of his
entries end with, some such phrase as " Hanged
at Execution Dock/*                 .           ,

For almost all the old pirates came to violent
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